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met by moonlight in the shady walks of this pleasant
wood, but they were quarrelling, till all their fairy elves
would creep into acorn-cups and hide themselves with
fear.

The cause of this unhappy disagreement was
Titania's refusing to give Oberon a little changeling
boy whose mother had been Titania's friend; and
upon her death the fairy queen stole the child from its
nurse, and brought him up in the woods.

The night on which the lovers were to meet in this
wood, as Titania was walking with some of her maids
of honour, she met Oberon attended by his train of
fairy courtiers.

"Ill met by moonlight, proud Titania," said the
fairy king. The queen replied, "What, jealous
Oberon, is it you? Fairies, skip hence; I have
forsworn his company!" "Tarry, rash fairy!" said
Oberon, "am I not thy lord? Why does Titania cross
her Oberon? Give me your little changeling boy to
be my page."

"Set your heart at rest," answered the queen;
"your whole fairy kingdom buys not the boy of me."
She then left her lord in great anger. "Well, go your
way," said Oberon: "before the morning dawns I
will torment you for,this injury." Oberon then sent
for Puck, his chief favourite and privy councillor.

Puck (or, as he was sometimes called, Robin
Goodfellow) was a shrewd and knavish sprite, that
used to play comical pranks in the neighbouring

.547